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WESTERN 
KENTUCKY 
UNIVERSITY 
Watermelon Daze! 
Vol. 2 No. 10 • July 15, 1992 • Publication For Faculty and Staff 
Lauren Esters, top left, and an unidentified competitor, top right, fou nd fun and perhaps a little frustration in the Watermelon-eating Contest during 
the Kentucky Museum's Fourth of July and Kentucky Bicentennial celebration. Who won? Who Knows?? Lauren's paren ts are Liz and Fay Esters of 
Bowling Green. For more about WKU's Bicentennial efforts, see pages 4 and 5. 
Gov. Jones Names WKU Regents 
Western Kentucky Uni versity's 
1992-93 budget will likely be one 
of the first orders of business by 
the new WKU board appointed by 
Gov. Brereton Jones July 1. 
At press time, a date for the new 
board to meet had not been set. 
WKU's Board includes reap-
pointments of Bums Mercer of 
Brandenburg and Howard Gray of 
LeXington, who were appointed 
by Jones Aprillo Each will serve 
s ix- year tenns. 
Mannie Hankins of Louisville, 
an incumbent, was also reap- -
pointed for a two-year term. He 
has been a member of the board 
since 1989. 
Faculty Regent Eugene Evans 
and incoming Student Regent Joe 
Rains remained on the board, 
exempt from the new law enacted 
by the Kentucky General 
Assembly giving the Governor 
authority to appoint nominees 
submitted to him by a sta te Higher 
Education Nominating Commis-
sion. 
New board members are Fred 
Mudge, p resident of Logan Alumi-
num Inc. of Russellville (five-year 
tenn) a nd Peggy Loafman, presi-
dent of the Bowling Green-Warren 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
(four-year tenn) replacing Joe 
lracane and Patsy Judd; Robert 
Earl Fischer, president of Western 
Kentucky Gas, Owensboro (three-
year tenn); Kristen T. Bale of 
Glasgow (one-year tenn) and 
Raymond B. Preston of 
Henderson, benefactor to WKU, 
contributing the largest private gift 
toward construction of the Health 
and Activities Center w hich bears 
his nam e and scheduled to open 
next month, (five-year term). 
Regen ts must meet within 30 
days o f their appointment. 
It is possible they w ill meet to 
take the oath of office, then con-
sider the budget a t a later date. 
What's Inside 
ADULT CENTER AND WKU 
STUDENTS 
PAGES 6 & 7 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY. KY.' 
PAGES 4& 5 
ACADEMIC COUNCIL NEWS 
AND SACS UPDATE 
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Academic Council Minutes, June 24, 1992 
At the June 24,1992 meeting of the 
Academic Council several new 
regulations pertaining to enroll-
ment in graduate courses were 
approved. 
The new regulations are as fo l-
lows: 
1. For the master's degree, all the 
credits, except a maximum of 12 
hours of 400G, must be in gradu-
ate only (500-700 level) 
coursework. 
2. For the specialist degree, all the 
credits must be in graduate only 
coursework. 
3. Courses numbered at the 300-
level may not be applied toward 
requirements for a graduate 
degree. 
4. Exceptions to the above rules 
may be granted upon approval by 
the Graduate Council a nd the 
concurrence of the Academic 
Council. 
In addition to approving the new 
regulations, the Acad emic Council 
also 
1.Approved revisions of degree 
programs in English, Music, 
AdvertiSing, Print Journalism, 
Public Relations, Indus trial Tech-
nology (new option in Automated 
Systems), Folk Studies (MA), and 
Humanities (MA); 
2.Approved revisions of minors in 
English and African American 
Studies; 
3.Approved the addition of new 
courses, HEFL 323H - Architecture 
and Culture (3 hours), MUS 214 -
String Techniques (1 hour), MUS 
319 - Percussion Techniques 
(1 hour), MUS 215 - Brass Tech-
niques (1 hour), MUS 315 - Clari-
net and Saxophone Techniques (1 
hour), MUS 316 - Flute and Double 
Reed Techniques (1 hour), HIS 358 
- Blacks in American History to 
1877 (3 hours), HIS 359 - Blacks in 
American History 1877 to Present 
(3 hours), HIS 454/ 454G - History 
of Religion in America (3 hours), 
JOUR 426 - Advanced Reporting (3 
hours), JOUR 353 - Public Rela-
tions Theory (3 hours), DH 304 -
Advanced Periodontology (4 
hours), BIOL 116 - Biology for 
Elementary Teachers (3 hours), 
FLK ST 561 - Folk Arts and Tech-
nology (3 hours), HIS 615 - Semi-
nar in Non-Western History (3 
hours). 
4.Approved for satisfaction of 
General Education reqUirements 
the courses, BIOl 11 6 and BlOl 
117 and HEFL 323. 
SACS STEERING COMMIITEE 
Dr. Livings ton Alexander, Chair 
Dr. Joseph Glaser, Director, 
Department of English 
Dr. Cecile Gannon, Budgeting 
and Planning 
Dr. Ron Adams, Educational 
Leadership 
Dr. James Craig, College of Edu-
cation and Behavioral Sciences 
Dr. Charles Anderson, Technol-
ogy & Telecommunications 
Dr. Ebner Gray, Agriculture 
Mr. Joseph Rains, Associated 
Student Government 
Ms. Pam Herrifo rd, Athletics 
Ms. Judy Owen, Career Services 
Center 
2 
Dr. Thomas Baldwin, Modem 
Languages and Intercultural Studies 
Dr. Charles Hays, Accounting 
Dr. Roy Howsen, Economics 
Dr. Blaine Ferrell, Biology 
Dr. Carroll Wells, Mathematics 
Dr. Sally Ann Strickler, Library 
Public Services 
Dr. Martha Jenkins, Home Econom-
ics and Family Living 
Dr. Saund ra Ardrey, Go vernment 
Ms. Sharon Dyrsen, Academic 
Services 
Mr. John Foe, Institutio nal Research 
DATA 
COLLECTION COMMIITEE 
Mr. John Foe, Chair, Institutiona l 
Research 
Dr. Barry Brunson, Mathematics 
Mr. Robert Cobb, Academic 
Computing 
Dr. John Faine, Sociology and 
Anthropology 
Dr. Linda Johnson, 
Finance and MIS 
Dr. Leroy Metze, Psychology 
SACS SELF-STUDY 
EDITORIAL COMMIITEE 
Joe Glaser, Chair, English 
Kathy Barnes, Media Services 
Richard Hackney, Physics and 
Astronomy 
SACS SELF-STUDY 
INSTITUTIONAL 
EFFECTIVENESS COMMIITEE 
Jim Flynn, Cha ir, English 
. Rich Cantrell, Economics 
Dr. Camilla Collins, Modem 
Languages & Intercultural Studies 
Dr. Mary Crisp,Teacher Education 
Dr.CecileGarmon, Director, 
Budget & Planning 
Ms. Linda Morrissett, Library 
Public Services 
Dr. john Riley, Chemistry 
Mr. Garth Wicker, Institutional 
Research 
Steering Committee Liaison 
Dr. Sally Ann Strickler, Library 
Public Services 
University Resource 
Dr. Livingston Alexander, Aca-
demic Affairs 
UNDERGRADUATE 
EDUCATION COMMIITEE 
Dr. Marilyn Casto, Chair 
Home Economics & Family Living 
Ms. Jo-Ann Albers, Journalism 
Ms. Mary Cobb, Physical 
Education & Recrea tion 
Ms. Pat Trutty-Coohill, Art 
Ms. Freida Eggleton, Regis trar 
Dr. Larry Ellio tt, Biology 
Ms. Connie Fos ter, library Auto-
mation & Technology 
Dr. Karen Hackney, Physics and 
Astronomy 
Dr. Kevin Hughes, Psychology 
(Next Page) 
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SACS Committees, (Cont'd) 
Dr. Hak Youn Kim, Economics 
Ms. Mary Ellen Miller, English 
Ms. Loretta Murrey, English 
Ms. Linda Pulsinelli, Mathematics 
Ms. Michele Salisbury, Nursing 
Dr. Lowell Shank, Chemistry 
Dr. Brian Sullivan, Management 
Or. Kyle Wallace, Academic Advis~ 
ing 
Ms. Sandra Webb, Continuing 
Education 
Dr. Steve White, Accounting 
Steering Committee Liaison 
Or. Carroll Wells, Mathematics 
University Resource 
Dr. Ronnie Sutton, 
Academic Services 
GRADUATE EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 
Jim Davis, Chair, 
Geography and Geology 
Ms. Nancy Baird Library Special 
Collections 
Dr. Erika Brady, Modem 
L."nguages & Intercultural Studies 
Dr. Judith Hoover, Communication 
and Broadcasting 
Dr. Luther Hughes, Agriculture 
Ms. Bettie Johnson, 
Graduate College 
Dr. Sally Kuhlenschmidt, 
Psychology 
Dr. Robert Pulsinel1 i, Economics 
Dr. Don Ritter, Teacher Education 
Dr. Dwillis Wallman, 
Educational Leadership 
Steering Committee Liaison 
Dr. Tom Baldwin, Modem 
Languages & Intercultural Studies 
University Resource 
Dr. Elmer Gray, Agriculture 
HUMAN RESOURCES AND 
PERSONNEL POLICIES 
COMMITTEE 
Dr. Betsy Shoenfelt, Chair, 
Psychology 
Mr. Howard Bailey, Student Life 
Or. Jerry BolesCommunity College 
Dr. Larry Finley,Management 
Dr. John Hardin, History 
Dr. Rita Hessley, Chemistry 
Dr. Susan James, Educational 
Leadership 
Ms. Nancy Priest, 
Communication and Broadcasting 
Dr. Edward L. Shoen, 
Philosophy and Religion 
Mr. David Sloss, Personnel 
Ms. Sheryl Venable, Allied Health 
Steering Committee Liaison 
Dr. Blaine Ferrell, Biology 
University Resource 
Dr. John Petersen, 
Academic Affairs 
Mr. Michael Dale, Personnel 
INSTRUCTIONAL 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
Or. John Crenshaw, Chair 
Computer Science 
Dr. Bob Bueker, Mathematics 
Dr. Carol Crowe-Carraco, History 
Mr. Ronald Schildknecht, 
Center for Teaching & Learning 
Ms. Susan Gore, 
Library Public Services 
Dr. Robert Otto, Finance and MIS 
Ms. Patricia Lockett, Social Work 
Dr. Julia Roberts, 
Teacher Education 
Dr. Alice Rowe, 
Community College 
Dr. Ann Ruff, Teacher Education 
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Steering Comm ittee Liaison 
Sharon Dyrsen, 
Academic Services 
UniverSi ty Resource 
Dr. Michael Binder, 
UniverSity Libraries 
Dr. Edward Counts 
Center for Teaching & Learning 
Dr. Jim Sanders, Media Services 
Dr. J. Sloan 
Academic Computing & Research 
STUDENT DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES 
Dr. David Lee, Arts, Humanities, 
Social Sciences 
Ms. Kay Carr, NurSing 
Ms. Debbie Cherwak, 
Recreational Activities 
Dr. David Coffey, Agriculture 
Ms. Phyllis Gatewood, 
MinOrity Student Support 
Dr. Aaron Hughey, 
Educational Leadership 
Dr. William Kummer, 
Physical Education & Recn 
Mr. David Parrott, Residence Life 
Dr. Joyce Rasdall, Home 
Economics & Family Living 
Dr. Robert Reber, Management 
Dr. Joe Schriver, Social Work 
Steering Committee Liaison 
Ms. Pam Herriford, Athletics 
University Resource 
Dr. Lou Marciani, Athletics 
Dr. Jerry Wilder, Student Affairs 
ADM INISTRATIVE 
PROCESSES AND 
INSTITUTIONAL 
ADVANCEMENT 
COMMITTEE 
Dr. Thad Crews, Chair 
Physical Education & Recreation 
Dr. Richard Greer, Counseling 
Services Center 
Mr. Fred Hensley, University 
Relations 
July 15, 1992 
Dr. Wayne Higgins, Public Health 
Dr. George Masannat, 
Government 
Dr. Nancy Minix, Teacher Ed 
Ms. Anne Murray, Development 
Ms. Sylvia Pulliam, 
Computer Science 
Ms. Betty Seitz, Academic Affairs 
Mr. Bart White, Communication 
and Broadcasting 
Dr. Ed Wolle, Finance and MIS 
Steering Committee Liaison 
Dr. Martha Jenkins, Home 
Economics & Family Living 
University Resource 
Dr. Jim Heck, Office of the 
President 
FINANCIAL AND PHYSICAL 
RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
Dr. Richard Aldridge, Chair 
Accounting 
Mr. Brendan Bowen, 
Physical Plant 
Mr. Kevin Charles, 
Student Health Services 
Ms. Margaret Cline, 
Academic Computing Research 
Dr. Frank Conley, Ogden College 
of Science, Tech. & Health 
Ms. Carolyn Houk, Teacher Ed 
Dr. Peggy Keck, 
Finance and MIS 
Mr. Curtis Logsdon, Computer 
Information Services 
Ms. Lauren Notheisen, Art 
Dr. Don Wendt, Indus trial Te<rh 
Steering Committee Liaison 
Dr. Charles Hays, Accounting 
University Resource 
Kemble Johnson 
Physical Plant 
Or. James Ramsey, Vice 
President, Administration and 
Technology. 
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At Kentucky Library Reception, 
WKU Authors Celebrate Kentucky's Birthday 
Celebrating the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky's Bicentennial in 
writing, more than SOO authors 
contributed to the Kentucky 
Encyclopedia, published by the 
University Press of Kentucky. 
Of this number of contributors, 
Western Kentucky University was 
well represented with 22 authors, 
four of whom served as section 
editors and Dr. Lowell H. 
Harrison, retired professor of 
history, serving as associate 
Campus Notes 
editOT. 
The section editors were: Nancy 
D. Baird, Library Special Collec-
tions; Carol Crowe·Carraco, His-
tory, William Lynwood Montell, 
Modem Languages and 
lntercultural Studies and Richard C. 
Stone, History. 
University Press of Kentllc 
~Cc,llege Dean's Office 
Library Special COllectiOl 
an autograph party 
Library Sunday, 
in honor of the Encyclopedia and 
its authors. 
WKU's contributors are: 
Nancy D. Baird, Library 
Special Collections; 
Thomas P. Baldwin, Modern 
Languages and Intercultural 
Studies; 
James D. Bennett, relliri?d:;< 
History; 
Barbara Bishop, GI,as!;g 
Campus Librarian; 
Charles). 
Faculty campus also have contributed to the celebration of Ken,"lCky's 
200th in a number of ways. Here are those who have indicated their participa-
tion: 
Dc. Carol Crowe-Carraco, professor of history, is portraying Mary C. 
Breckinridge, founder of the Fron tier Nursing Service, as part of the Kentucky 
Humanities Council's Chautauqua-style speakers bureau featuring solo per-
formers portrayhing important persons in Kentucky'S history. 
Dr. Crowe-Carraco has traveled the state portraying the wealthy and 
privileged member of one of Kentucky'S grea t political families who won 
fame as an angel of mercy to the mothers and children of southeastern 
Kentucky. 
"Living history is a wonderful way to make Kentucky personali-
ties come alive," says Dr. Crowe-Carraco, adding: II And it is fun to 
dress up in period clothes." The illustration here is Dr. Crowe-
Carraco as Mary C. Breckinridge. 
The Deparhnent of English will sponsor an essay con lest regarding 
Kentucky topics in cooperation with the schools. 
Riley Handy, head of the Kentucky Library, served as campus chairman 
of the Kentucky Bicentennial Celebration. 
Dr. Jim Wayne Miller participated in Kentucky Voices: A Bicentennial 
Celebration of Writing, as part of the Kentucky Center for the Arts Readings 
Series, and his play, His First, Best Country, is being produced at Horse Cave 
Theatre this summer as part of the theatre's bicentennial observance. He 
also participated in the Lexington Herald-Leaders Kentucky Classics: Grea t 
Books from the Past series and in a Kentucky Bicentennial Authors/Speak-
ers program sponsored by the Kentucky Humanities Council . 
Dr. Lynwood Montell, head of the Department of Modern Languages 
and Intercultural Studies, will deliber a major address at the Kentucky 
Historical Society'S Bicentennial observance in October. 
WKU's Public Radio Service is presenting a daily Bicentennial Minute 
detailing a moment in Kentucky history. 
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Lee Button, History Graduate 
Student; 
Carol Crowe-Carraco, His-
tory; 
Glen Conner, Geography and 
Geology; 
Helen B. Crocker, History; 
Charles Guthrie, retired, 
English; 
Elaine (P"nnIY 
retired, Library 
tions; 
Patricia M. 
Connie A. 
Special 
William 
Modern 
Richard G. ~:~::r"'~~1.;';; Jack W. Thacker, 
Richard L. Troutman, His tc)fY 
and 
Michael Ann Williams, 
Modern Languages and 
Intercultural Studies. 
The Encycloped ia's Editor-In-
Chief was John Kleber of More-
head State University, and other 
Associate Editors were Thomas 
Clark and Jim Klotter. 
Also honored at the reception 
were two WKU authors, Dr. 
Lowell Harrison, for his book, 
Kentucky's Road to Statehood, and 
Dianne Watkins, Kentucky 
Museum Education Curator, for 
her book, Hello, Janice: The 
Wartime Letters of Henry Giles. 
On Campus Western Kentucky University July 15, 1992 
'Hello, Janice' Reveals Stories of Ky. Author Janice Holt Giles 
Dianne Watkins, education 
curator at the Kentucky Museum, 
autographed copies of her new 
book, Hello, Janice The Wartime 
Letters of Henry Giles, at the Ken-
tucky authors Bicentennial party 
June 14 at the Kentucky Library. 
Published by the University 
Press of Kentucky, the book 
includes wartime letters "skillfully 
selected by Watkins which offer 
an interesting portrayal of a 
significant time in the life of Janice 
Holt Giles before she became one 
of Kentucky's best loved novelists. 
The novels of Janice Holt Giles, 
long noted for their regional and 
historical accuracy, grew in part 
from her marriage to Kentuckian 
Henry Giles. That union and the 
couple's eventual settling near 
Henry's boy hood home in Adair 
County, Ky., provided the source 
and inspiration for Janice's earliest 
books and influenced much of her 
later writing. Hello Janice is the 
story of how their marriage came 
about. 
It all began July 12, 1943, when 
Janice boarded a Greyhound bus in 
Louisville, Ky. At the first stop, 
Henry Giles, then a young soldier 
heading for a Texas army camp and 
eventually wartorn Europe, sat down 
beside her. Conversation that began 
easily blossomed into friendship 
during the long journey, with prom~ 
ises at parting to write. neither 
realized at the time that their chance 
meeting would end in marriage or 
that Janice, with Henry's support 
and collaboration, would become 
one of Kentucky'S leading novelists. 
Hello, Janice: It was nice of you to 
write to me .. ," began the first of 
many letters that flowed almost daily 
from Henry in the 822 days between 
their meeting and their eventual 
reunion. 
Editor Watkins has been a member 
of WKU's Kentucky Museum staff 
since 1985. As education curator, she 
develops and implements programs 
and tours which interpret the 
museum's exhibits and collections. 
Dianne Watkins, left, author of 'Hello, Janice, The Wartime Lellers of Henry Giles: was 
visited at the authors party IJy Libby Hancock, right, daughter of Kentucky '5 famous author, 
Janice Holt Giles. 
Dr. Lowell Harrison Chronicles Kentucky'S Road to Statehood 
Dr. Lowell H. Harrison, WKU 
retired professor of history, 
autographed his new book, 
Kentucky's Road to Statehood a t the 
Kentucky authors Bicentennial 
party at the Kentucky Library June 
14. 
Published by the University 
Press of Kentucky, Dr. Harrison's 
book provides the Commonwealth 
with the first book to focus on all 
that was in-
volved in the 
separa tion of 
Kentucky from 
Virginia. Dr. 
Harrison ad-
dresses many 
questions about 
the convoluted 
process of 
statehood: why 
separation was 
desired, why it 
was so difficult 
to achieve, what 
type of govern-
ment the 1792 
constitution 
established, and 
how Gov. Isaac 
Shelby and the 
first General Assembly imple-
mented it. 
Kentucky's Road to Statehood fills 
the historical gap between Daniel 
Boone and Henry Clay that tradi-
tional history has paid little attention 
to. 
On June 1, 1792, Kentucky became 
the 15th state in the new nation and 
the first west of the Alleghenies. 
"Few states of the Union followed 
such a winding a treacherous path to 
creation as did Kentucky," said 
Thomas D. Clark, southern historian 
who served with Dr. Harrison as an 
associate editor of the Kentucky 
Encyclopedia. 
"Attainment of statehood was 
only one of the issues that 
faced the Kentucky 
counties, and Professor 
Harrison has dealt 
ably with these," Dr. 
Clark says. 
He added: 'To 
deal with all the 
conflicting forces at 
work in the western 
coun try required 
infinite patience and 
a diligent search for 
details. In their 
bicentennial year 
Kentuckians can 
know with certainty 
the complex history of the creation of 
their state."Dr. Harrison retired as 
univerSity historian at WKU and 
professor of history in 1988. He was Dr. LDwdl Harrison autographs copies of Kentucky's Rood to Statehood. 
a member of the faculty since 1967. 
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Bridging the generation gap 
Adult Day Center Involves WKU Students 
By Dana Fife, sophomore print journalism 
mo.jor from Owensboro, Ky. 
Nearly two years ago, Western 
Kentucky University received a 
contract to build a bridge on 
campus. 
The adoption of the Adult Day 
Health Care Center has since 
bridged the generation gap pro-
viding interaction between its 
elderly clients and Western's 
students. 
'Any problems you 
have they can relate 
to in some way' 
The combination of care for about 
25 clients with the University 
programs for students makes the 
center innovative. Students in 
health, nursing, psychology, 
gerontology, social work, speech 
and health care administration 
classes volunteer a t the center. 
Some students are required to 
volunteer a number of hours for a 
class and some volunteer for extra 
credit. 
"I don't know of any other 
university in the country that has 
an adult day care center on cam-
pus," Executive Director Lois 
Layne sa id . 
Di rector Jeane Robertson sa.id 
that last semester studenls volun-
teers donated 2,500 hours to the 
center. "Without the students, 
there's no way we could possibly 
do the programming we do." 
Some students who volunteer a t 
the center enjoy it so much they 
apply for full-time positions there. 
Robertson gives them top priority 
when she hires people. 
Student Coordinator Brad Suiter, 
a senior from Trenton, began 
volunteering at the center last 
January. 
"I liked how it was set up and 
thought it would be really good 
experience," said Suiter, who 
began working full-time in May. 
He said he gains as much from the 
clients as they gain from him. 
"They're always upbeat and in a 
good mood," he sa id. "Any 
problems you have they can relate 
to in some way." 
Working at the center does have 
its difficulties, Suiter said. Work-
ing with Alzheimer's patients is 
challenging because it's difficult 
"to comprehend that they don't 
understand," he said. His pa-
tience has changed since he's 
been working at the center and he 
is more sensitive to the needs of 
the elderly, he said. 
Sui ter wants to continue work-
ing at the center as long as he 
stays at Western. A health care 
Isabelle 
administration major, he plans to 
work on a master's d egree at 
Western after he gradua tes in 
December. 
Robertson said some students 
have changed to health-related 
majors after volunteering at the 
center. 'They had such bad 
images and had heard so many 
myths that they didn' t have any 
earthly idea this could be such a 
6 
positive experience for them." 
Activities Coordinator David 
Taylor, a graduate student from 
Gamaliel said, "Some people think 
it's depressing. I don't find it 
depressing at all." 
Robertson said the students who 
work at the center go through a 
brief training course. The staff 
Photos by Robi n White 
also prepares the clients fo r 
interaction with the s tud ents. 
They tell the clients it's "their 
responSibility to teach the stu-
dents they're not old, cranky 
people," she said. 
Days at the center are filled 
with games, snacks, meals, 
exercise, discussions and outings. 
There's an outing every Friday 
except the second Friday of the 
month when they celebrate that 
month's birthdays. In May, they 
visited Mammoth Cave Na tional 
Park and this mon th they will go 
to Opryland. The first Friday of 
every month, they go to Green-
wood MalL The four th Friday 
they have a cookout at Basil 
Griffin Park. "They love outings," 
Robertson said. 
"Over 60 percent of them don't 
have transportation and they don't 
have any way of going to the mall, 
n Robertson said. "Those who 
want to shop, shop, and those who 
don't do 'people-watching,' then 
we have lunch out." The week the 
center doesn't take a Friday 
outing; they visit the beauty shop 
on Wednesday. 
Birthday parties are an impor-
tant event at the center. 'We 
make it very special for them," 
Robertson said. Ice cream, cake 
and small presents are prOvided. 
'We sing 'Happy Birthday' at least 
half a dozen times that day." 
Every morning a t 8:30, the 
"Coffee Club" meets for coffee 
and toast and a discussion of 
current events before they exercise 
a t 9 a.m. 
"We feel that exercise is very 
important," Robertson said. 
Clients are required to 
exercise to help them maintain 
their strength and fleXibility so 
they can do things for themselves, 
like go on outings or use the 
restroom unattended. 
At 11 a .m. the clients have a 
spiritual program. "Everybody 
has the right of freedom of reli-
gion," Robertson said. They Sing, 
read church notes or Bible verses, 
or just discuss some o(the won-
ders of the universe. "We talk 
about the things we appreciate 
and how we can be better people. 
All of it basically leads back to the 
Bible and leading as good of a life 
as we can," she sa id. 
George, an 89-year-old client at 
the center, enjoys singing" Amaz-
ing Grace" and "When the Roll is 
Called Up Yonder." 
"George makes me cry when he 
Sings, " said Louisville gradua te 
student Debbie Foushee. She isn't 
the only one. Few dry eyes are left 
on the faces of employees, s tu-
dents or clients when George 
finishes his solo. 
After lunch and a short break, the 
sessions include outside guests, 
(Next page) 
011 Campus 
arts and crafts, education or 
"feeling sessions." 
"We ta lk about our feelings and 
work through problems we' re 
hav ing. 
We ta lk about losses," Robertson 
sa id . They discuss losses of free-
dom, health, looks, energy, jobs, 
spouses, income and identity. 
"Some of them say the worst Joss 
they can have is to outlive a child," 
Following an afternoon snack, a 
van takes many of the clients 
home. Those who remain play 
games, cards or do puzzles with 
students one-cn-one until the 
center closes a t 4:45 p.m. 
Isabelle, an B1-year-old client, 
has been coming to the center on 
and off for 10 years. "I love to 
come here. All these down here 
are my friends," she said. 
Western got the contract for the 
center two years ago. The center, 
now loca ted in Jones-Jaggers Ha ll, 
was on Scottsville Road for years 
under different supervision. 
Layne said the center was 
brought to Western not only to 
serve clients, bu t also to provide 
experience for students. 
"There aren't very many training 
fields for this type thing," 
Robertson said. "We've had three 
of our students to get very high-
paying jobs because they had this 
experience." 
Robertson said that with the 
increasing population of elderly 
people, there is a market for this 
kind of service. 'There are going 
to be more elderly people than 
there has ever been in history 
because they' re living longer: ' she 
said. 
Alzheimer's is the 
most common form of 
dementing illness 
Alzheimer's disease is another 
reason Robertson says this kind of 
training is important for students. 
"We can't even care for what we 
have with 100,000 (Alzheimer's 
patients) dying annually:' she 
sa id. 
Alzheimer's is the most common 
form of dementing illness. It is a 
progressive, d egenerati ve disease 
that attacks the bra in and results in 
impaired memory, thinking and 
behavior. 
According to the Alzheimer'S 
Association, approximately 4 
million Americans have this 
disease and by the year 2040 an 
Western Kentucky University 
---
WKU gnuiuate student Debbie Foushee, left, with friertd , George. 
estimated 12 million to 14 million 
will be victimized. 
About a third of the clients at the 
center are Alzheimer'S patients. 
Mondays and Wednesdays outside 
volunteers from the community 
visit the center and do one-on-one 
activi ties with these clients as part 
of the "buddy program." 
Robertson said Alzheimer's 
patients reqUire 24-hours-a-day 
care. "It's the most horrible, 
d evastating disease I've ever 
witnessed:' she said . 
In addition to the s tudents 
working at the facility, Layne said 
two students are doing their thesis 
research there. Two farulty mem-
bers, Dr. Karlene Ball and Dr. 
Sharon Mutter are also doing 
research at the center. Ball is 
researching vision and aging and 
Mutter is researching decision-
making and aging. 
Robertson would like to begin a 
program to train students to live in 
homes with Alzheimer's patients. 
This would provide a service to the 
patient and caregiver, as well as 
employment, room and board, 
certification and experience for the 
student. She said they're in the 
process of writing a grant for this 
program. 
Robertson sa id she would also 
like to see the center open on 
Saturdays and Sundays and Layne 
7 
said they would like to do more 
work with developmentally 
disabled clients. 
The center is funded by the 
federa l Older American Ac t, 
which Robertson said funnels 
down to a state level. She said the 
s ta.te takes money from aging 
services, which is part of Heallh 
and Human Resources, and sends 
it to the Barren River Area Devel-
opment District, which funds the 
operations of the center. 
'We just need more of 
these places' 
The center now has about 25 
clients with a waiting list of 20, 
more than twice what they had 
when they received the contract. 
The center could eaSily handle 
more clients, but can do so only on 
a private pay basis because of 
funding, Robertson said. 
The center is one of two adult 
day care centers in 10 counties. 
The other is not a hea lth care 
center and cannot administer 
medication, while the center at 
Western has a medical room and a 
nurse. 
Robertson said adult day care is 
only about 10 years old nation-
wide. 
"I understand that (Western's 
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center) is probably the largest in 
the s tate/' Layne saId. 1t ·has a 
reputation of being one of the 
best." The center received an 
Innovation Award in November 
for its student-client interaction. 
Paula Poteet brings her fa ther, 
Raymond, to the center while she 
works on thei r farm. "There's no 
way to put a price on it," s he said. 
'We just need more of these 
" 
lim. 
On Olmpus 
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COMING UP 
July 
15 
Dinner Theatre. Pops at the 
"Topper" 6:30 p. m. Garrett 
Ballroom. 5222. 
16 
Residence Life Workshop. 
Continues through Ju ly 17. 8-5 
p. ffi. DUC 226. Kathy Kanz. 
3380. 
Dinner Theatre. It Runs in the 
Family. 6:30 p. m. Garrett Ball-
room. 
S222. 
Mammoth Cave ReD Meet-
ing. 7 p. m. Agricultural Expo. 
Center. Teresa Priddy. 781-3090. 
17 
Dinner Theatre. It Runs in the 
Family. 6:30 p. m. Garrett Ball-
room.S222. 
18 
Dinner Theatre. Out of Order. 
6:30 p. m. Garrett Ballroom. 5222. 
Beefmaster Cattle Sale. 10 a. 
m. Agrirultural Expo. Center. 
Jeff Petit. (205) 77~9064 . 
19 
South Central Area Health 
Education Centers Meeting. 
:>-6 p. "'- DUC 305. Donita 
Cassady. 3325. 
Support Hilltopper Athletic 
Foundation. Continues through 
July 25. 
20 
Residence Ufe Workshop. 
Continues through July 24. 
~5 p. ffi. DUC 226. Kathy Kanz. 
3380. 
KY Holstein Cattle Show. 
Continues through July 22. 9 a .m. 
Agricultural Expo. Center. Dedra 
Western Kentucky UniverSity 
Hatfield. 3325. 
22 
Dinner Theatre.Out of Order. 
6:30 p. m. Garrett Ballroom. 5222. 
South Central Area Health 
Education Centers Meeting. 
Sa. m. Agricultural Expo. Center. 
'Oedra Hatfield. 3325. 
23 
Dinner Theatre.Out of Order. 
6:30 p. m . Garrett Ballroom. 5222. 
25 
Dinner Theatre.1t Runs in 
the Family. 6:30 p. m. Garrett 
Ballroom. 5222. 
South Central Area Health 
Education Centers Meeting. 
8-1 p. ffi. DUC 305. Donita Cassady. 
3325. 
26 
Dinner Theatre.out of Order. 
6:30 p. m. Garrett Ballroom. 5222. 
27 
Dinner Theatre.Out of Order. 
6:30 p. m. Garrett Ballroom 5222. 
KY Principal Intern Meeting. 
Continues through July 29. 8-4 p.m. 
• 
8 
DUC 340. Dwight Cline. 4997. 
28 
Dinner Theatre.It Runs in 
the Family. Continues through 
July 30. 6:30 p. ffi. Carrett 
Ballroom. 5222. 
30 
Teacher Education Workshop. 
Continues through July 31. 8-4 p. 
ffi. 
DUC 340. Tobi Daniel. 2615. 
31 
Dinner Theatre. Out of Order. 
6:30 p. m . Garrett Ballroom. 5222. 
KY Jr. Livestock Exposition. 10 
a. m. Agricultural Expo. Center. 
KY Division of Shows and Fairs. 
August 
1 
Dinner Theatre .Pops at the 
"Topper."6:30 p. m. Garrett Ball-
room. 5222. 
3 
Commonwealth Institutes 
for Teachers. Continues through 
July 7. 8-5 p. rn. DUC Theatre. Dr. 
Julia Roberts. 6323. 
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Residence Life Workshops. 
8-4 p. m. DUC 226. Kathy Kanz. 
3380. 
7 
Final Exams Second Summer 
Tenn. 
11 
Care for the Caregiver Semi-
nar. 7 p. m. Jones Jaggers. 
Speaker: Skip Worth, R. N., 
Asst Operations Officer 
of Lifeline. 
17 
Fall Meeting.Secretariall 
Clerical Staff. 3 p. ffi. CCC 103. 
Lana Flynn. 4493. 
18 
Fall Physical Plant and 
Food Services Meeting. 
1 p.m. DUC Theatre. Lana 
Flynn. 
4493. 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies 
for new residence halls. 10 a.m. 
2497. 
